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structure of the United States. Fortunately, the primaries in Utah are quite competitive, and 
that commitment to democratic competition within the Utah Republican Party keeps things 
from shifting too far toward oligarchy, but in other countries, we do see elected authoritar-
ian oligarchies.

Mexico provides what might be a controversial but still informative example. Prior to 
2000, even though electoral competition was open, politics and government in Mexico had 
long been dominated by a single party. Because Mexico holds open elections, even if they 
are not really contested, it is controversial to talk about Mexico as an authoritarian oligar-
chy, but when the Partido Revolucionario Institucional (PRI), or Institutional Revolutionary 
Party, candidate was the only candidate who could win the presidency, it was the nomina-
tion process that mattered, and prior to the 2000 election, the PRI did not hold any primary 

KING JAMES VI AND I
Team: Edinburgh Midges
Position: Forward short leg
Status: Not buried in Grant’s Tomb

I don’t claim to be an expert on kings or anything, and many of my students debate my claim to any expertise at all, but I 

have yet to hear a good explanation for how good old King James VI (1566–1625) could also be King James I. I suspect that 

time travel is involved. You see, he started out as King James VI, then he became King James I, but in both Roman numer-

als and the alphabet, I comes well before VI, so he must have traveled back in time or something to go from VI to I. Also, if 

he was both James I and James VI, that would make him his own great-great-grandfather, but that’s what you get when 

amateurs mess with time travel. Putting aside James’s failure to practice proper paradox prevention prophylaxis proce-

dures, King James VI and I deserves a notable place in my executive chapter as a king who reflected upon and wrote about 

the role of the monarch.

The True Lawe of Free Monarchiesa and Basilikon Doronb provide two very interesting insights into monarchy and the 

role of the executive. In terms of political theory, The True Lawe of Free Monarchies, also known as The Reciprock and 
Mutuall Dutie Betwixt a Free King and His Naturall Subiects, is a key text on the subject of the executive role in government. 

It is notable in that it sets out the roles of the king and the subject as reciprocal and mutual responsibilities, while the 

argument itself is clearly a treatise asserting the divine right of the English king.

Basilikon Doron, also called His Majesties Instrvctions to His Dearest Sonne, Henry the Prince, was intended as, quite 

literally, a handbook for his heir. James I was not known as a great king of England, and his spelling seems suspect to me, 

but he did have a reputation as a studious man and a moderately accomplished writer. Never intended for the public—in 

fact, even when it was published, only seven copies were made—Basilikon Doron is notable for the frankness of the dis-

cussion, particularly when it comes to the king’s role as both monarch and head of the Church of England.

The truly interesting thing about the writings of King James is that the combination of these two books provides 

insights into both a philosophical understanding of the executive and the practical concerns of a ruling monarch.

a King James I, The True Lawe of Free Monarchies (Edinburgh, 1598).

b King James I, Basilikon Doron (Edinburgh, 1599).
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